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Agriculture 

Swiss conglomerate wants to start activities in 

Bolivia 
The Garcia Alvarez family, which is dedicated to  agri-business, invested 

US$650 million dollars in South America. They intends to grow crops in 

Bolivia in large scale. The project is controlled from Zurich. 

by Lukas Rohner 29.12.2014 

 

Alejandro Garcia Alvarez: Powered young quinoa plants.   IXE Group 

 

The Garcia Alvarez started now. The Mexican agri-business family residing in Switzerland, 

will start the planned activities in Bolivia and Peru. IXE Agro is designed to promote the 

cultivation of grains such as quinoa, buckwheat and Moringa, through one of its 

subsidiaries. The international conglomerate, owns to date, more than 2 million hectares, 

according to their own sources. With the new project, with the conglomerate operating from 

Zurich, the existing lands should increase significantly, according to what they published in 

the press. 

In ten years, with the full implementation of the project they will have grown crops in 1.5 

million hectares, representing almost one third of Switzerland's surface. In connection with the 

project, it is estimated that 800,000 direct and indirect jobs will be created, as well as an annual 

production of 4 million tons. The quinoa is grown in South America since 6000 years and 

contains a lot of protein, magnesium and iron. So far, the production could not keep pace with 

rising demand and prices have tripled in a few years. With their own production plant on site, 

a part of the harvest will be further processed. 



"It is time to optimize the usage» 

"Our ancestors have worked in these lands for generations and now it is time to optimize the 

use of it and obtain the food sustainability for our community and for the world, "adds IXE’s 

Chief Executive, Alejandro Garcia Alvarez. The company starts now with the implementation 

work, such as environmental studies, and topographic soil preparation, and on the other hand, 

crop irrigation methods. 

 

Overall, according to the IXE Group, the sums involved in this investment will be around 

US$650 million dollars. In the future, the company plans to venture into aquaculture projects 

to diversify the sources of income. The Garcia Alvarez family has assets of 200 to 250 million 

francs. In addition to agriculture, the IXE Group is also active in the areas of asset management, 

commodity trading and investments. Alejandro Garcia Alvarez has settled in Switzerland in 

2013 with his parents, sister and his brother-in-law. 

 

To access the original article, please click in the link below: 

http://www.bilanz.ch/unternehmen/schweizer-konglomerat-will-bolivien-durchstarten-

401291 
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